240

driver’s seat in your life, not take you further
and further out of it.

[A participant thanked the President and the
Vice President for support of the V-chip legis-
lation to empower parents.]

The President. It's still the most impor-
tant work in this society. It's everybody’s
most important job.

Participants. Thank you.

The President. Thank you very much.
Thanks again for having me here.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. at the
residence of Ric and Jean Voigt. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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The President. Good morning. | have a
few words to say about yesterday’s terrorist
bombing in London. As all of us know, it
injured scores of people. Let me begin by
saying that | know | speak for all Americans
who join Hillary and me in praying for those
who were hurt and for their speedy recovery.
We also hope that those responsible for this
terrible and cowardly act are quickly brought
to justice.

There can be no doubt about the purpose
of this attack. This attack was aimed at the
growing prospects for peace, a just and last-
ing peace in Northern Ireland. | am deeply
concerned by reports that the Irish Repub-
lican Army has announced an end to the
cease-fire. The cease-fire and the good will
and hard work of the parties to the Irish con-
flict have given the people of Northern Ire-
land the greatest gift of all: the simple bless-
ings of a normal life.

Since the cease-fire went into effect a year
and a half ago, people of all faiths have been
able to go about their daily lives without the
disruption of searches and roadblocks, and
especially without fear of the bullet and the
bomb. We must not turn away from that path
now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of
the people of Northern Ireland, Catholic and
Protestant alike, want to stay on the path of
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peace. During my visit there last year | could
see for myself that the demand for peace was
lasting. No one and no organization has the
right to deny the people of Northern Ireland
a peaceful future, and 1 am determined to
do all that I can to see that the enemies of
peace do not succeed.

Last night |1 spoke to the British Prime
Minister, John Major, to express our shock
and sadness over this event. | also spoke to
the Irish Prime Minister, John Bruton. I as-
sured both of them that America would con-
tinue to be committed to work for a nego-
tiated, secure peace.

Let me say again that this terrible incident
reminds me of a lesson | have learned in
working for peace throughout the world in
the last 3 years. The real differences in our
world are not between Catholics and Protes-
tants, Arabs and Jews, Muslims, Croats, and
Serbs, they are between those who embrace
peace and those who reject it, those who look
to the future and those who are blinded by
the hatreds of the past, those who open their
arms and those who are determined to keep
clenching their fists.

We all have to choose. The people of
Northern Ireland have chosen peace. They
do not deserve to have a small group choose
bloodshed and violence and wreck the peace-
ful life they long for. And the people of Great
Britain do not deserve to have this violence
wreaked upon them. We will not stop in our
efforts until peace has been secured.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for lowa City, 1A.
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Good morning. Today | want to talk with
you about our families and our future—a fu-
ture of great possibilities and strong chal-
lenges, challenges we cannot meet with Gov-
ernment alone, but we can’t meet them by
letting people fend for themselves, either.
We have to go forward together.

In my State of the Union Address, | out-
lined our seven biggest challenges for the fu-
ture, challenges we must meet if we are going



